


Dear RPC Friends and Family,

Thank you for participating in our Fall Community Group series! The leadership 
and staff at RPC pray that this study will encourage you on your journey of faith. 
We also hope that you will have the opportunity to meet new folks and strengthen 
relationships with old friends.

Below are a few recommendations for our study together:

Facilitation: The host and/or facilitator of the group does not have the “right” 
answers. The facilitator is responsible for gathering and welcoming people and then 
convening the conversation around that week’s Scripture passage and questions. 
Don’t expect the facilitator to have all the answers – they are discussion participants 
searching for answers too! 

Preparation: If possible, you should try to read the week’s questions provided in the 
study guide before the group meeting - then you can come prepared. 

Participation: Some of us are talkers and will need to refrain from dominating 
the conversation. Others of us are quiet and will need to take a risk and speak up. 
Hopefully, everyone will get a chance to share and learn from one another.  Don’t 
worry if your group doesn’t get through all of the questions, or intentionally skips 
some questions, or raises new questions. It is important to keep the broader purpose 
of the study in mind. 

Purpose: This year’s theme is Flourish. We will be studying the story of the Good 
Samaritan through three different lenses (head, heart, and hands). The purpose of 
the study is to: 1) foster conversation and community building; 2) generate authentic 
learning about what Biblical flourishing means; and, 3) inspire people to contribute 
to flourishing through RPC. At the end of the study, we will invite the RPC family to 
make financial commitments to the church’s operating and mission budgets for next 
year as part of our annual Generosity season. 

As you journey with fellow travelers of faith, we hope this story will inspire you to 
help our faith family and our community flourish. May God bless your journey!

 

On the journey,

Rev. Jeff Meyers
Senior Pastor



FLOURISH:

a four-week Bible study on the Parable of the Good Samaritan

“To dwell in shalom is to enjoy living before God,  
to enjoy living in one’s physical surroundings, to enjoy  

living with one’s fellows, to enjoy life with oneself.” 
Nicholas Wolterstorff 

Until Justice and Peace Embrace

Jesus’ ministry occurs against the backdrop of the Old Testament’s use of the 
Hebrew word, shalom. Throughout the Old Testament, shalom describes God’s  
all-encompassing, universal intentions for creation. When humans act justly to  
each other, in line with God’s will for creation, there will be shalom. 

While in English shalom is usually translated as “peace,” another word we might 
use is, “flourish.” Since shalom points to the peace that God originally intended for 
creation – the full and abundant enjoyment of human life – God intends for human 
beings and creation to flourish. In fact, there is no aspect of life that God does not 
intend to flourish. 

Now, the challenge comes in the fact that none of us exist as isolated individuals. 
We are connected through networks of people in communities. How do we 
flourish ourselves while also making it possible for others to flourish? This is 
the fundamental question we will address through this study by looking at Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Jesus uses this parable to explode our assumptions about who our neighbors are 
and then shows us how we are to love those neighbors extravagantly. But this kind 
of love does not come easily. It comes by first experiencing the profound grace and 
love of God given to us in the person of Jesus Christ. 

God desires for us to work for a world where all human individuals and 
communities can flourish. Joining in this work will require all of the humility, 
courage, joy, compassion, and love we can muster. We hope this study will help you 
and others experience the flourishing that God desires for you and for the world! 



Week 1: Flourish 
 

Conversation Starter  
 

When was a time in your life that you felt like you were truly flourishing? In high school 
or college? In a job or certain relationship? On a sports team or participating in a 
hobby? 

 

Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer.  Read the passage silently. When everyone is done, have one person read the passage out loud 
to the group.  
 

Luke 10:25-37 
 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and 
when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.35The next day he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
  



 
Observe 

• This passage covers one of the most famous passages of Jesus’ teaching, the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. Who did Jesus tell the story to? What question led Jesus to tell 
this story?  

• Whom do you imagine would have been listening? 
• Why does Luke say the lawyer asked his question (hint: the answer is in verse 29)? Why 

would the lawyer have felt the need to justify himself? 
 
Respond 

• By the time Jesus told this parable, for centuries a bitter hatred had been developing 
between Jews and the Samaritans. What assumptions and prejudices did this parable 
challenge?  

• We often use the phrase “being a good Samaritan” as a way of saying someone did an 
unexpected, good deed for someone else. But this story seems to be about way more 
than that. How did the Samaritan go beyond what might usually be expected? 

 
Interpret 
This story is not just about basic human kindness or the willingness to address a moment of 
need, it’s about fully restoring someone so they can flourish. Notice how the Good Samaritan 
bandaged the man’s wounds, took him to an inn, stayed with him, paid for all his expenses, 
and would return to ensure all was taken care of. This was about full restoration. The Good 
Samaritan desires to see this man healed, thriving, and flourishing. 

• What obstacles (e.g. emotional, ethical, socio-political, etc.) do you think the Samaritan 
had to overcome to act in this way? 

• How do you think the injured man would have perceived this Samaritan? How would 
the Samaritan’s compassion and generosity have changed their relationship going 
forward? 

 
Application for us 

• How do we try and “justify ourselves” just as the lawyer did? Do we often insist, 
whether in word or deed, that we’ve done all that God asks of us? 

• Why might we reduce this story to a story about “being nice” or addressing a moment 
of need? How does Jesus’ parable challenge us to expand our ideas of generosity and 
service?  

• If we are the Samaritan in the story, who is Jesus calling us to be a surprising neighbor 
to? How can we participate in helping our neighbors flourish? 

 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
 



Personal reflection for the week 
Consider how you would define what it means to flourish. Take note of where you see true 
flourishing this week and pay to where you see it lacking. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Week 2: Flourish with our Heads 

 

Conversation Starter  
 

What subject are you most an expert in (e.g. model trains, cooking, computer 
programming, the NFL, etc.)? What do you find interesting about it? Why did you 
initially start learning about it? How have you grown to be knowledgeable about this 
area? 

 

Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer.  Read the passage silently. When everyone is done, have one person read the passage out loud 
to the group. 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you 
will live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; 
and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.35The next day he took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay 
you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
 
  



Observe 
In the first century, it was common for people to debate ideas with each other in public. This 
lawyer, probably an expert in the Jewish law, asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, 
and Jesus asks him what the law commands? The lawyer lists out the demands of the law. 
However, the lawyer wanted to justify himself and so he asks Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” 

• If Jesus approves of the lawyer’s answer, why do you think Jesus tells the parable of 
the Good Samaritan? 

 
Respond 
In Jewish culture, Priests and Levites were explicitly religious people. Scholars say the Old 
Testament law could be used to both justify helping the man (see Leviticus 19:33-34) or 
ignoring him (assuming that he was dead, touching a dead body would make them 
ritualistically unclean – which could inhibit the professional work of a priest and a Levite).  

• How do they choose to respond to the wounded man who is in need? 
• Why do you think the priest and the Levite passed by the wounded man?  
• Do you think they just happen to miss noticing him, or was something else at work? 

Look at the specific details in Jesus’ telling of the story. 
 
Interpret 
Religious and theological differences have been a fact of human history. These differences 
have often led to the hate, estrangement, and stereotyping of those we disagree with. In the 
fourth century, the bishop St. Augustine of Hippo gave this pithy description of a Christian 
approach to theological differences: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in 
everything, charity.” Ultimately, the end of all Christian belief should lead us to exhibit lives 
of self-sacrificial love. 

• Why do you think the characters in the parable responded differently? 
• Jesus made this story up. He could have chosen any three characters to use in the story. 

He specifically chose to juxtapose a priest and Levite with a Samaritan. Why? 
• How does this story highlight the differences between what we believe and how we 

act? 
  
Apply 

• How do our religious and theological convictions prevent us from showing 
compassion to those in need?  

• In Romans 12:2-3, the apostle Paul writes,  
“2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” 

How can RPC help us “renew our minds” to discern the will of God in helping people 
flourish?  



• How do you think we could more fully see the needs of those around us? How can we 
practically think differently about the world to see the “wounded person” in our midst, 
just like the Good Samaritan saw the “half-dead” man did in Jesus’ parable? 

• How might the way we think with our heads lead to a more flourishing world for us 
and our neighbors? 

 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
Personal reflection for the week 
It has been said that one way you can see someone’s personal mission statement is reflected 
in how they spend their money. Take a look at your financial budget this week and reflect on 
what it says about the differences between what you believe and what you spend your money 
on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 3: Flourish with our Hearts 
 

Conversation Starter  
 

When in the last week have you felt your heart truly moved? Was it listening to a song, 
watching a movie, or singing in the shower? Or, maybe you felt it moved in a 
conversation with a co-worker or family member? 

 

Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer. Read the passage silently. When everyone is done, have one person read the passage out loud 
to the group. 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; 
and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.35The next day he took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay 
you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
  



 
Observe 

• When Jesus asks the lawyer what is written in the law, how does the lawyer respond? 
• The lawyer summarizes the law with four loves on the vertical plane directed towards 

God and one on the horizontal plane directed towards humans. List out what we 
should use to love on these two planes. 

 
Respond 

• The lawyer uses The Shema – a prayer Jews say daily taken from Deuteronomy 6 – to 
summarize what God asks of us. What do you think it means to love God with all our 
hearts? 

• What is the difference between how the Priest and Levite feel about the “half-dead 
man” lying on the side of the road and how the Samaritan feels?  

 
Interpret 

• Why do you think priest and Levite did not feel that this victimized man was their 
neighbor? Why did the Samaritan feel he was his neighbor? 

• Why did Jesus choose to portray the Samaritan as an exemplar of who pleases God, 
fulfills the law, and who will inherit eternal life?  

 
Apply 
Jesus made a deliberate choice to tell an incendiary story. Saying that a Samaritan exemplifies 
the Law and gets to inherit eternal life is radical, anger-inducing, and enemy-creating. He 
wanted us to realize that knowing the Scriptures and obeying the Scriptures doesn’t matter if 
they do not transform our hearts for others. 

• Experiencing the changing of our hearts can be frightening. Read Psalm 51 (in the 
NRSV) and notice the three times it mentions the word “heart.” Traditionally, this is 
believed to be written by David after he orchestrates the death of Uriah the Hittite and 
the taking of Bathsheba. How does David ask for his heart to be changed? 

• How does God desire to change our hearts? 
• How have you experienced the grace, forgiveness, and love of God? How does God 

call you to extend the same grace and love to others? 
• How can a compassionate and loving heart contribute to your flourishing and the 

flourishing of our community? 
  
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
Personal reflection for the week 
Notice whom you feel and don’t feel pity for this week. Ask yourself why you feel 
compassion for some people and not for others. Pray that God might guide your eyes to see 
the world in the same way God sees. 
 



Week 4: Flourish with our Hands 
 

Conversation Starter  
 

When have you most felt blessed in serving others? What were you doing? How did it 
make you feel? Why do you think you felt so much personal gratification in serving 
someone else? 

 

Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 
 
Open with prayer.  Read the passage silently. When everyone is done, have one person read the passage out loud 
to the group. 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and 
when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.35The next day he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
 
  



Observe 
Take a second to close your eyes and imagine the sights, sounds, and smells of this story. 
Imagine the smell of the oil and the wine used to mend the stranger’s wounds. Imagine the 
dust covering your feet and the fear of possibly becoming the robbers’ next victim. 

• How would you feel about touching and lifting up a stranger’s body? Maybe even a 
body that you thought might be close to death? 

• Would you transport a wounded person in your car? How do you think this Samaritan 
felt in transporting this wounded man? How do you think he felt walking beside his 
donkey that carried this man? 
 

 
Respond 

• The lawyer asks Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Whom do you think the lawyer assumed 
was his neighbor?  

• What details of the story challenged the lawyer’s assumption about who is neighbor 
was? 

 
Interpret 

• Most of us consider our neighbors to be people who live by us, look like us, and live 
like us, how does Jesus’ parable disrupt these assumptions?  

• How would you describe the Good Samaritan’s care for the injured man? Could he 
have done less, and would it still have been enough? 

• What point is Jesus making about neighborly love by highlighting the Good Samaritan’s 
extravagant care for the injured man? 

• What do you think the lawyer felt at the very end of Jesus’ parable? How do you think 
he responded?  

 
Apply 
The Good Samaritan used his hands to bind up the man’s wounds, his time to care for and 
stay with the man, and his money to ensure the injured man was fully cared for. It is not as if 
the Good Samaritan wasn’t busy or had nowhere else to go or had unlimited money to give. 
It would be easy to make this act of love less costly. It is easy to justify why we can’t live like 
this. The religious scholar was asking a question of obligation. But the law will never tell you 
enough to fulfill all of its demands. We are called to a deeper way of being in the world, namely, 
living a life of love in response to God’s grace towards us.  

• Some interpretations see the Good Samaritan as a Christ-figure in the story. If read in 
this way, what does it tell you about the love of God?  

• How does this story help us re-understand whom our neighbors are? 
• If God has loved us so graciously and extravagantly as the Good Samaritan did, how 

should we then love our neighbors? 



• How can our hands of service be used to help others flourish? How can we serve with 
our hands – by using our time, talents, and treasure – to accomplish God’s purposes 
for all of creation to flourish? 

 
Close 

Share celebrations and concerns with the group and have someone close in prayer. 
 
Personal reflection for the week 
Consider how God is calling you to more fully contribute to increased flourishing in the 
world. How can the faith family of RPC help you in joining God’s mission for the world as 
demonstrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan? 
 
 
 
  



For further study: 
 
Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity (Abingdon Press, 2018), 

Adam Hamilton 
 
Seeking Shalom - A 6-part, video-based online course to help reimagine how we 

understand and respond to material poverty. Available at 
www.LuptonCenter.org    

 
Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion (Free Press, 2011), Gregory 

Boyle 
 
The Other Face of God: When the Stranger Calls Us Home (Orbis, 2011), Mary Jo 

Leddy  
 
Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help, And How to Reverse 

It (HarperOne, 2012), Robert Lupton 
 
When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the Poor... and Yourself 

(Moody Publishers, 2014), Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert 
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